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CENTRE 9 CONTACTS

ESCAPE FROM THE UK - LITTLE MALC’S JOURNEY TO FARO  - PART 1
big ride. 

After a few phone calls the only way I could get a 
hoop was to ride to Birmingham and pick one up.

Friday
My ferry is booked for 9.15pm tonight. I contacted 

Stewart at Kirkby and told him of my plight; he stopped 
what he was doing and fi tted my brand new tyre - he 
has always looked after the VSOC. 

All set here we go......
Attached the trailer, I should be at Portsmouth in 

plenty of time, lovely day down the A5 stopping just 
before Towceister for an all day breakfast.

The ride down was a pleasure, until my battery 
melted as the rectifi er crammed lots of volts into it. 
Oops...   (cont. on back page).  

Do you think they’ll ever get to Portugal?  
That was the question from everyone who had 

been to one of our many “fare the well” do’s.
We were beginning to wonder ourselves, with 

the house sales falling through three times and 
then the hold ups on the fi nal sale. 

We fi nally did - and with Sue safely re-housed 
in Portugal, it was left to me simply to fl y back to 
England with Jim and Moira who had had a short 
break at ours, MOT the bike and ride it to our new 
life in Portugal.

Thursday 
The bike failed the MOT.  HE said I can’t possibly 

let you go all that way on that back tyre.  It would 
have been ok for knocking about, for a while at 
any rate, but I had to open my mouth about my 
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Wot’s On
MEETING DATES & VENUES

CENTRE 9
Grey Goose Public House
Gedling,  Nr Arnold
NOTTINGHAM
1st Tues. of the month from 7.30pm
includes FREE BUFFET

DERBYSHIRE  2nd Monday of Month Meeting  
THE ARKWRIGHT ARMS, Sutton-cum-
Duckmanton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5JG 
Tel:  (01246) 232053 (just off J29 of M1)
- see Lost Riders website for Google Map. 
Includes free food such as chip butties with 
home-made chips

LEICESTERSHIRE / NORTHANTS
The Tavern Inn
WALCOTE,  
Nr Lutterworth
1 minute from J20 M1
2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE
Castle Inn, CONINGSBY 
2nd Wednesday of each month from 8pm   ALSO   
2nd Sunday’s - various locations!

6th April - ‘Gathering of the Clans,’ now in its 
eighth year and one of our most successful events. 
This year the start will be at the OK Diner on 
the A1 (northbound), just north of Newark at 
Carlton on Trent; its post code is NG23 6JF.  
(Tel: 01636 822459). 
Notts. ride-in: John Simpson will be leading 
a ride-in to the Gathering of the Clans from 
Gunthorpe Bridge Café leaving at 9.30 am. 
Derbyshire ride-in leaving the Arkwright Arms at 
9.00 am. 
Lincolnshire ride-in will be as follows: 
08:30 Depart Cherry Tree Café A158, Sudbrooke to 
Sleaford. 
09:30 Arrive/depart Little Chef, Holdingham 
roundabout. 
10:30 Arrive OK Diner ready for start of Gathering 
at 11:00. We aim to leave at 11.00 and ride en-
mass to the Grey Goose at Gedling where a 
buffet will be waiting.
The Yorkies ride-in leaves the Mcdonalds car 
park on the Stocksbridge by-pass A616 at 9.30am 
(just off junction 34 of M1).

18th April 
The April Bike Show

25th - 27th April 
Jumpstart Party

3rd - 5th May
The Anglian Goldwing and Touring Bike Club 
are holding a weekend camp and rally at the Anglia 
Motel, Washway Road (A17), Fleet Hargate, near 
Spalding - see p.3.

10th - 11th May 
Thundersprint 

11th May 
Hedgehog Charity Ride

16th - 18th May
Creatures Any Spare Change Rally

23rd - 26th May 
Scrumpy ‘V’ Rally

25th May
5th National Classic Bike Clubs Show
Stanford hall, Lutterworth
adults £5

1st June 
Lincoln Bike Fest

8th June 
Meriden Motorcycle Megaride

13th - 15th June 
VSOC International Rally - Finland
VSOC Centre 7 Party 

20th - 22nd June 
5th Swamp Donkey Rally
3rd July 
Boston Bike Night

4th - 6th July 
Third Essex Crusade
National Youthbike Finals Weekend

18th - 20th July
Centre 6 Camping Weekend and Bikeshow

For further details, see Lostriders.co.uk website

1st - 3rd August 
Grim Reaper Rally

8th - 10th August 
Out of The Asylum

22nd - 25th August 
Centre 3 Rally

14th September
Brighton Burn Up
Ace Cafe
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On a sad note this will be my last submission to our 
great monthly newsletter ( well done for a great job 
Keith). 
 
I shall be taking my last Derbyshire meeting as County 
Rep tonight, and am now busily cribbing from Malc’s 
notes, as I only got back from”Daahn saff” again last 
night, and am trying to catch up on everything; who 
says being retired leaves you with time on your hands 
? They have got it wrong!

Well, I did at long last manage to get to one of my 
meetings at Claycross last month; we didn’t get to do 
a ride-out but it was good to meet and chat with the half 
dozen who turned up. It was nice to see Leon up and 
about after his big operation and we hope to see him 
on one of his bikes in the very near future; and I must 
also mention Harry and commend him for his efforts in 
doing a quality control exercise on one of Claycross 
Powersports’ famous breakfasts!

Ken

Ken’s Derbyshire Report
Another of our members, Bob Ogle from Sheffield, 
has also been having a big battle with a serious health 
problem, and I am sure we all wish him all the very best 
and hope he will soon be well enough to join us on his 
Virago, now the calendar for ride-outs is getting busier. 

The Gathering will soon be on us, and a few runs out with 
Malc are on the cards to finalise it all but as always Malc 
seems to have covered all the bases as he usually does! 
We’re gonna miss him, but he deserves a break and we 
wish him and Liz all the best. Happy caravanning mate!

By the time you all read this, it will be the AGM and 
hopefully some new blood will be in place, with new ideas 
and new things to do. On that note its goodbye from him, 
and here’s to many more years of bike riding with all you 
great people. Thanks a lot and all the best, ride safe,

Weekend Camp and Rally 
at the Anglia Motel
 
The Anglian Goldwing and Touring Bike Club are 
holding a weekend camp and rally at the Anglia Motel, 
Washway Road (A17), Fleet Hargate, near Spalding 
on May 3rd to 5th. It is in order to raise funds for the 
local armed forces veterans annual trip to Normandy.

We are seeking members of bona fide motorcycle / 
classic / historic military vehicle clubs and societies, 
willing to display their bikes / vehicles for one, two or 
three days over the weekend.

There is a cafe and garden centre on site, and there 
will be a bar and disco on Saturday and Sunday. 
camping and caravan pitches are available (limited 
electric hook ups) but must be pre-booked via the 
Anglia Motel on 01406 422766. there are also chalets 
available.

To confirm attendance  or for more details please 
contact Chris McDonough on 01406 365668 or 
07776273329,   chrisnsarn.mcdonough@btinternet.
com
For more details about the site and past events see 
www.angliamotel.co.uk
 
Thank you
Mark Bright
AGTBC

Big John’s Bit 

First and foremost I wish to thank all retiring 
officers for all their hard work. 

These are the sort of people that make our 
Centre the best in the VSOC; they worked 
tirelessly to make sure YOU the members have 
a good time, 
also giving top representation on your behalf at 
senior meetings. 
 
Gentlemen (you know hoo you are) on behalf of 
all Centre 9 members WELL DONE and thank 
you, we ALL wish you well.  
 
For the new officers of our Centre to be elected 
at the April meeting - it’s good to know we 
have people willing and ready to take the rains, 
welcome to your new role, we will all give you 
our utmost support. 
 
Now remember ALL of you, you must make the 
effort to attend this months GATHERING OF 
THE CLANS.  LETS DO IT FOR MALC 
- we need to make this the biggest ever 
gathering, come rain or shine be there. 
 
Ride safe, 
 
Big John, Notts. Rep.
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Hello again my fellow Yammy-Lovers, Star-Philiacs, 
Virago-Philes, Harley-Hogists, Triumph-Addicts, Suzi-
Thusiasts, Kwakker-Holics, and all you of other biker per-
suasions and tendencies...remember, we are all sisters 
and brothers under the leather; it’s not important what you 
have between your legs as long as you enjoy it and stay 
in the VSOC...(so get your renewal form in if you haven’t 
done so yet).
And I must say how lovely you are all looking today in 
your Spring fi nery, now that you can fi nally put away your 
woolly long johns.

This is my last month as Editor of this august publication, 
unless you vote for me to continue at the AGM. I did my 
best (to get the sack) with January’s infamous ‘Church of 
the Lost Riders’ issue, but many of you actually seemed to 
enjoy the irreverant photos of our Committee members, so 
I guess you are gluttons for punishment.  

If you can’t have a laugh, what’s the point? 
I think the whole Committee have done a damn fi ne job, 

and it speaks oodles for their collective and individual sense 
of humour that not one of them complained about me taking 
the piss on a regular basis in the pages of this newsletter.

On behalf of all of the Lost 
Riders membership I’d like to 
express our thanks to the Com-
mittee and other members who 
have helped, who have given 
willingly of their time and effort 
in the last year, and especially 
to Malc and Ken and Little Malc, 
who are standing down, for all the 
hard work and service that they 
have provided to Centre 9.

It is worth remembering that all our Committee mem-
bers and all other Lost Riders members who participate 
in events and help to make Centre 9 one of the best and 
biggest centres in the VSOC are volunteers - no one gets 
paid for what they do.

This is worth bearing in mind if you ever feel inclined 
to criticise or carp on about things in the club that you are 
not happy with - it is preferable to get stuck in and contrib-
ute.  All Committee members are elected, so this is your 
opportunity to stand for one of the posts at this month’s 
AGM  - you can help make Centre 9 even better!

Keep taking the medicine and good luck with the 
haemorrhoids this season x x x 

gothic  keith

THE COMMITTEE 2007-8 WERE:

Centre Rep 
Malc Newton 

(standing down)

Deputy 
Centre Rep 

Ken Collingwood 
(standing down)

Ride-Out 
Liaison 

Malc Clarke
(standing 

down)

Leics. 
County Rep
Pete Brown

Lincs. 
County Rep

Trevor 
Bridgwood

Notts. County Rep
John Simpon

Northants. 
County Rep
Kev Villiers

Webmaster
Terry Warren

Merchandiser
E.J.

Newsletter Editor
Keith Mason

Treasurer
Tessa Lunn
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Malc’s Bits

trevor’s lincs. news

Trev

L incolnshire r ide in for the 
Gathering of the Clans will be as 
follows:

08:30 Depart Cherry Tree Café A158, Sudbrooke 
to Sleaford.

09:30 Arrive/depart Little Chef, Holdingham 
roundabout.

10:30 Arrive OK Diner ready for start of 
Gathering at 11:00.

Sunday ride outs this year will be arranged 
by telephone on the Friday when there is a good 
forecast so don’t forget to let me have your 
telephone number if you wish to be included.

Hi everyone, hope you are all fit and well and looking 
forward to summer. This month’s Centre meet sees us holding our 
AGM,; please look on the website and next month’s newsletter 
for contact/meet details for 2008/09.  This is a new chapter in 
Centre 9’s history, exciting times are ahead, so find that renewal 
form, fill it in and send it off. This year could be the best yet.

Next weekend is our ‘Gathering of the Clans’
- this  as you may know is the biggest annual event held by 
Centre 9 - the eighth year we’ve held this event; I don’t think 
we’ve ever had less than 75 bikes attend and we’ve hit the 
magic ton once. The starting point is fairly central for all of 
our area - it starts at a respectable time, there’s food and hot 
drinks available at both ends of the journey and the weather 
was booked ages ago. The ride will be a steady 40 miles, ideal 
for experienced or novice alike, and ideal if you haven’t ridden 
in a large group before. The route will be second manned 
and the junctions (which are few) are straightforward. Please 

register your attendance as there’s only a limited number of 
patches available, so qualifying riders and pillions will take 
precedence.

It seems that the bad weather that started last May 
continues; I was really looking forward to our meet-up at the 
Barge last month and what happens? Rain, that’s what happens. 
Up north where we come from it was bucketing it down, but by 
9 o’clock it had stopped and the cool breeze started to dry the 
roads. At least the salt had been washed away. Unfortunately 
the poor start to the day put off most of the people who would 
normallyhave attended,  shame really because we had a 
very pleasant ride, blustery at times, bit chilly if you weren’t 
wrapped up, but I’m still pleased I went.

Anyway that’s it from me yet again. Get that bike 
out, it’s the Gathering this Sunday, be there . . . . . . 

 
Ride safe and be happy.

Malc

a story from trev

Little Johnny watched his daddy’s car drive by the
school playground and go into the woods. Curious, he 
followed the car and saw Daddy and Aunt Jane in a 
passionate embrace. Little Johnny found this so exciting 
that he could not contain himself as he ran home and 
started to tell his mother. 

‘Mummy, I was at the playground and I saw Daddy’s 
car go into the woods with Aunt Jane. I went back to look 
and he was giving Aunt Jane a big kiss, then he helped 
her take off her shirt.

Then Aunt Jane helped Daddy take his pants off, then 
Aunt Jane.....’ At this point Mummy cut him off and said:

‘Johnny, this is such an interesting story, suppose you 

Trev

save the rest of it for supper time. I want to see the look 
on Daddy’s face when you tell it tonight’ 

At the dinner table, Mummy asked little Johnny to tell 
his story. 

Johnny started his story, ‘I was at the playground and 
I
saw Daddy’s car go into the woods with Aunt Jane. I 
went back to look and he was giving Aunt Jane a big 
kiss, then he helped her take off her shirt. Then Aunt 
Jane helped Daddy take his pants off, then Aunt Jane 
and Daddy started doing the same thing that Mummy
and Uncle Bill used to do when Daddy was in the Navy..’ 

         Mommy fainted...             

THE MORAL OF THE STORY IS: 
Sometimes you need to listen to the whole story before
you interrupt.

Email your news 
and pix to: 

rumblingstar@aol.com
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I had a freezing cold three hour wait for 
the RAC lorry to take me back to Kirkby. At 
one point I phoned the RAC and told them to 
cancel the lorry and send a hearse!  It was 
so cold.

Saturday
The guys at Two Wheels Mansfi eld took 

a rectifi er off a brand new bike, so that I could 
get going again. What stars they were, really 
took an interest, instead of simply saying we 
can get one here by next March as the others 
I phoned did.

Sunday
Had a great ride out with Terry and the lads 

and lasses to the Barge in Newark and onto the 
cafe where the gathering is going to start from, the 
bike seemed to be running ok the next time out on 
it would be an 800 mile run home to Sue.  

Monday
 Will I ever escape this country with my bike?

More next time.......

LITTLE MALC’S JOURNEY TO FARO  
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

A special Thanks to 
Motor Sport Travel 
who re-arranged my 
fe r ry,  w i th  human 
concern and heroic 
effi ciency.

Thanks to Jim for 
being there for advice, 
support and the lone of 
his car.

Thanks to everyone 
who offered help if I 
needed it (it is good to 
have back up)

Thanks to Stewart at Kirkby, the motor bike 
mechanic who loves custom bikes.

Thanks to the guys at Two Wheels for taking the 
initiative and getting me the part I needed.

And to our Julie who put me up, never complaining 
when one night turned into seven and I said good-bye 
more times than I had farewell dinners.    

We went out on the bike today for 
a run to Faro - sunshine, dry roads, 
perfect you may think - you should 
be right, except that the other 
bikers that we met did not wave or 
acknowledge us at all.

I did achieve a scowl off one middle 
aged dickhead. It knocked the edge 
off the day. I suppose it’s early days 
yet but in the UK we nod to most 
Two Wheelers (ok not BMW’s) and 
get a wave or nod back.

I despair for us if this is the norm.

That’s it for now,

Little Malc

We have had some bad luck with Sue 
breaking her arm and so she is one-
armed at the moment and I dedicate 
my time to her.

Now we have my son with his family 
here for a week and although they are 
perfect guests the situation is time-
comsuming.

The more we are over here the more 
I realise that:

1 Shit happens.

2 Don’t plan stuff in too much detail 
‘cos shit happens.


