
THE 
GOOSE HAS    

DIED!! 
It is with great 
sadness that I must 
inform you that the 
Grey Goose passed 
away on October 
22nd.  
 
  Adopted by Lost 
Riders in July 1995 
the Goose was a 
favoured pet of the 
Lost Riders for many 
years and will be 
hard to replace. 
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VSOC  CENTRE 9 – EAST MIDLANDS – NOVEMBER 2010 
OWNERS OF: VIRAGO, DRAGSTAR, ROYAL STAR, VENTURE STAR , MIDNIGHT STAR, WARRIOR, RAIDER 

(OWNERS OF OTHER CUSTOM BIKES WELCOME AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS) 
 

From the Editor  
I always like to start with good news when possible and I can now. Last 
month I informed you that Steve Little had suffered a stroke, I can now  
let you know that Steve is now home making progress.  In view of his 
current position if there are any queries regarding ride-outs contact 
Terry or me. 
 The Weather might be changing but it’s not stopping the action 
continuing, the biggest piece of which was the Ride to the Wall, more 
on this later in the Newsletter. The next big charity ride is the 

Bottesford Toy Run the best in the region and not to be missed.  
More details inside.  This leads me nicely into the other Christmas events coming up, 
the Christmas party and the Derby dinner, make sure you get your tickets. From 
great event to a sad one – The Goose has gone; check out the Notts’ notes for what 
happens next.  
 
 I know lots of things go on between now and Christmas so be sure and let me  
know what you do, share it with the rest of us and we might join you next time.  
Derby is still quiet - so anyone up there? Please drop me a line; let us know your 
alive and still riding.  
 
It’s around now when we start to think about next year, apart from family  
holidays there are the many rallies (best of which must be our own Bomber Bash); 
planning want we want to do etc. I know Terry would welcome any ideas from those 
of you who might fancy a long weekend camping trip or perhaps B &B, let us know 
your thoughts as to where you fancy going and we can see if we can get a group 
together. 
Next year the International Rally is in Jels, Denmark. I’m sure there will be some Lost 
Riders going, if you want to be one of them and join a group get in touch and we try to 
co-ordinate the travel. 
Be careful out there! 
Jim 
 

RIDE TO THE WALL 
My first attendance and what an event! The event was started in 2008 almost by accident. 
Martin Dickenson of Nene Valley HOG had been with a few friends the year before and  
thought it would be good idea for other HOGs to meet and ride there making a donation  
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for taking part and the funds to be used to support the venue. Word soon got around other  
bike groups and they open it up to anyone, the rest, as they say, is history! It 
is such a big event that an independent organisation has been set up to 
manage  
the organisation and funds generated. In 2008 around 2,000 bikes took part, 
2009 7,500  
and this year – I don’t have a figure at the time of writing but would guess 
9,ooo. The 2009 ride generated almost £30k to support the Arboretum; this  
year will be significantly more and all for a very deserving cause.  
 
We starting off by 
meeting other 
members from our 

centre at Trowel Services for the ride to Drayton Manor, the 
assemble point for the ride.  Six bikes and eight people, Chris, 
Wendy, Paul, Shelagh, Rick, the other Paul, Moira and myself  set 
off on a somewhat misty M1, hoping the weather would improve, 
it certainly did. We arrive at Drayton Manor around nine to see 
large numbers of bikes already there, the numbers continued to 
grow and grow and grow.  

 
Starting time for the ride was 
eleven so we had time to get a 
drink and a bit of breakfast for 
those who,  felt the need, (all of us), leaving the food area we bumped into some other 
members – Mark, Claire, Mike and Lesley from our centre who had made their own way 
down. The sun was now out and a blue sky gave a feeling of summer. Walking around the 
bikes, which by now were into the thousands, it was amazing to see the varieties - old, 
very old, new, custom, you name the style and they were there. Our timing for arrival 
was, I believe, just right, it gave us time to wander around and enjoy the atmosphere, get 
food and drink without the queues being too long and best of all as the time to start 
arrived we were one of the first few groups to leave. 
 
We were told the starting time was 11am and that’s when it started. On arrival we had 

been lined up in four abreast and close together, starting to 
move off en masse at about 8-10mph was interesting. Poor 

Chris was on the 
outside were all the 
loose gravel was, 
too slow to ride, too 
quick to “paddle it 
certainly tested his 
slow riding skills! We 
finally made it to the 
exit of the ground 
ready to join the 
main road; this was 

the only time we were held up, being controlled by a police 
officer we had to wait for his instruction which seemed to take 
about ten minutes. The bikes were being released in set groups of a particular number with a given time between each and 
it was probably because of this that we were kept waiting. Once off it was like magic – the best marshalling I have ever 
experienced, with a mixture of police, military police, and their own marshals the routes were kept clear and extremely 
well controlled no matter if it was dual carriageway, roundabout, crossing or simply exit roads. All along the route were 



people waving flags, applauding, or just waving. I am sure the numbers doing this would have increased the more people 
realised what was happening. It did make you feel kind of special for being part of the ride. 

 
Arrival at the Arboretum was equally well managed and everyone was 
directed to parking spaces so there was no confusion or problem finding 
a space, due to space availability this was the only time we were 
separated but it wasn’t a problem finding each other again. Again food 
and drink was available both from the venues own regular facilities and 
from temporary ones arranged for the day.  Walking around we again 
bumped into some more of our members who were there, Ken had made 
the trip with the Legion riders, and Brad with family, Paul had joined the 
Harley group for their own ride in also Tessa and John. All numbers being 
counted it was not a bad turnout for the Lost Riders.  
 
Not having been before I had an idea what might be there but I didn’t 
really know what to expect. Reality exceeded my expectations. First of all 
the “Wall”, due to the time we arrived access was closed until mid 
afternoon so we had to wait to see it properly. This was due to the front 
area being used for a service, interviews and regimental bands using the 

space. We made a point at the end of joining the long queue to view the wall. It is two semi-circles with anther wall in the 
centre and is there to commemorate those service men/women that 
have died in conflict since the Second World War. Seeing all those 
names, even though I knew none, makes you think about what we 
have, our freedom to do things like the RTTW, to say what we like 
about the people who govern us and believe in whatever God we 
choose. This freedom is in part due to those people named on the 
wall and their colleagues who were luckier than them. The saddest 
part of the Wall was the large blank area – waiting for the names of 
those service people whose luck has yet to run out.  
 
Yes, it’s sad but it is not a sad place. It is very peaceful and relaxing, 
even on a day when there were around 15,000 people there we 
could find a quiet place to sit and listen to the service, the piper and 
finally the sound of the bugler playing the Last Post to bring the 
event to a close. How much more peaceful would it be on a normal day. All around the grounds are memorials to particular 
sections of the services – Navy, Observer Corp, companies whose staff lost their lives, particular regiments or ships. It is 
well worth a visit. I will be going back, you should - take young ones and let them realise that unseen and unknown people 
have and will continue to play a very important part in their lives.   
 

Nott’s Natterings from Chris & Jim 
 Arriving at the Goose for our monthly meeting we discovered the Goose is to close on the 22nd. It was back in July 1995 
when Paul Burdass and Mark Winterbottom started what was to be a great 
regional club within the national VSOC. It was by chance that Mark was with 
us on the night to say farewell to the pub. We have had many good nights and 
parties here, making new friends along the way, friendships that have lasted 
and grown over the years. In memory of the venue we are planning to have a 
patch made to remind us of times past, more information on this will follow in 
the coming weeks. 
 
A decision will be made in the near future as to what we will do for a meeting 
point in the future, the closure catching us a little unprepared, having been 
told it was not going to happen. In the short term to keep in touch with what’s 
happening by checking out our website, let Terry have your mobile in order to 

 BOTTESFORD TOY RUN 

28TH NOVEMBER 
 

DEPART RED LION BOTTESFORD 11am. 
 
NOTTS’ RIDE-IN FROM UNICORN INN 
GUNTHORPE. MEET ON CAR PARK 
OPPOSITE, DEPART 10am. (ARRIVE IN 
TIME AT RED LION FOR COFFEE AND 
SANDWICH) 
 

Contact Jim 07867 868 582 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
  

CENTRE PARTY 11th DECEMBER 
 

DERBY DINNER 18TH DECEMBER 
 

FULL DETAILS IN CALENDAR 



be part of the mobile information network and when possible come to the breakfast meet at McDonalds in Arnold, 4th 
Sunday of the month. 
  
A few of us had a run to the Classic Bike Show at the Stafford Show Ground on 17th, a very cold start to the day was 
compensated by the day getting progressively sunnier and warmer, mid day was hot enough to enjoy ice creams! It was a 
very good show with a bit of everything for everyone from new to old bikes and lots of bits and pieces for those that 
wanted to build, repair or improve their bikes. 
 
Many people who didn’t join us went on the Pudsey Bear charity ride, this 
replacing what used to be the Radio Derby “Money Mountain” ride. The 
sunny weather encouraged a good turn out with I    believe, about 250 bikes leaving 
Stratstone at Clay Cross for the ride.  
 
The last breakfast meet at Macdonalds was attended by surprise visitors - Malc 
and Sue Clarke, now living in Portugal they were very active members from the past, 
attending many rallies and other events every year. It was good to see them again. 
What a different life they now lead, Malc complaining that in winter he had to wear 
gloves – fingerless, I did feel sorry for him, must be hard having to deal with such 

harsh conditions! Malc is now a regular attendee at the Faro rally, if old friends are planning to 
go next year and you would like to meet up with him there or simply would like information 
about the event let me know and I will put you in touch. 
Now is the time to give some thought to next year, is there any event / activity or ride you 
would like to do and have company? Let us know and we’ll see if we can get it into the calendar 
for a Nottingham day out. 
Chris & Jim 

 
Linc’s Lyrical 
The Lincolnshire meeting this month was rather quiet with only Dave and Sheila turning up, many thanks to them.  Mum, 
Dad and I braved the cold weather to go on the motorbikes which was a nice change.  One of the only times we have 
managed to get to the Lincolnshire meeting on the motorbikes this year! 

 
Not much else to report on this month other than that I am hoping to replicate the success of last years 
Lincolnshire Christmas meal at the Duke of Wellington with another in December this year.  If you would 
be interested in attending please let me know.  A date and time will be confirmed at the next meeting 
(Tuesday 9th November) and be put out in due course. 
 

 See you all soon. 
Alexander Bridgwood (Lincolnshire Rep) 
 

BEING SHOT AT 
Hello Everyone, 
 Firstly I must apologise for the lack of my monthly message to you all, I had the worst cough I have had 

for more than 20 years, and this put me out of action for three weeks, fortunately this has now gone, 

and the task of catching up is upon me. 

The weather is most definitely turning now, and I am sure the chances for getting the bikes out will be 

a little further apart for a while. So make the most of the meets and get along to keep up with all your 

friends, and maybe arrange some cosy meals or nights out together, just because the weather is not so 

kind, doesn’t mean we have to hibernate away for the winter. 

Now the dark nights are with us again, please make sure to keep your eyes peeled when out on your bikes, for some reason 

the car drivers take a little longer than us to adapt to the poorer visibility, and are more of a menace than usual, so take 

extra care. 

Steve Little is very slowly on the mend, he is in good spirits, and I hope that soon he will once again be able to be with us on 



the roads. Many of you will know that he was one of the three club members that completed all of the Landmarks this 

year, well done to him, and the others. 

There was a whisper that I may have got a 3rd place, I’ll let you know later. 

There are whispers that the landmarks competition will run again next year, 

perhaps more of you will be tempted to join in? I hope so. 

The Christmas party tickets will be available at the next Centre meet, priced at £8 

for the evening, including, a hot supper, and music from Big Licks, should be a fun 

evening. So please come along and get your tickets early. 

The rally ticket sales are going well, very pleased so many people have booked 

their places early, and the fantastic response to our pleas for helpers, is quite 

frankly overwhelming, thank you so much for all the help and support, it is making a daunting prospect so much easier. 

Quite a few Lost Riders made it to Paul’s Big Relief party; it was a fun evening, with club favourites Jurassic playing, ably 

supported by an acoustic duo, Hazzard. 

Nice to come away with the hearing still intact. Cannot remember when I last 

enjoyed the music so much, it was a treat, so a big thank you to Paul Harrison for 

inviting the club along. 

Well the Goose has now closed its doors for the last time, it was a shock to be told 

of the closure last Nottingham meet, even though we knew it was coming. So 

many years of bike meets, many memories will be shared by all of us, not all bad 

ones either. Ok the ladies toilet seat, or rather lack of one, will be one half of us 

will point out, although I am led to believe it’s not used anyway!!!!! 

Next year promises to be a very busy one, there are FOUR club weddings that I know of at the moment, FOUR rallies, well 

ours and 3 others, the Jumpstart party, our Gathering of the clans, several VSOC parties, the Landmarks competition, an 

International rally in Denmark, all of our meets and ride outs, and we still have to fit work in somewhere, better make sure 

the bikes get a real good service in the spring. On that rather tiring note, I bid you all farewell until the next time. 

Especially in the dark, Ride Safe People 

Terry 

 

        SPECIAL DATES TO PLAN FOR 
DECEMBER 11 LOST RIDERS CHRISTMAS PARTY – MELLISH RFC. EXCELLENT LIVE BAND/DISCO. USUAL CHIP 

SUPPER. £8 PER TICKET AVAILABLE FROM ANY COMMITTEE MEMBER. 

 DECEMBER 18 DERBY CHRISTMAS DINNER AT ARKWRIGHT ARMS.  CONTACT KEITH MASON 

             
          
 

      NOVEMBER 
2 
 
 

Tuesday Centre Meet (1st Tuesday of month) - Mellish Rugby Club, War Memorial Ground, 
Mapperley Plains, Nottingham. NG3 5RX. – from 7.30pm. Contact Terry 0115 939 9142 / 
07853 235400 / billio51@hotmail.com 

5/6 Fri-Sat AIMCC Bonfire Rally, Oxcroft Miners Welfare, Stanfree, Chesterfield. S44 6AG. Contact 
01246 573413 / 07908 981 558 Bands Friday and Saturday. 250 limit, £14 

7 
 

Sunday Derbyshire breakfast (1st and 3rd Sunday) meet at Clay Cross. From 10am, food and or a 
ride-out. Contact Keith 07986 091109 or Jane 07910 711591 E-mail rumblingstar@aol.com 

8 
 

Mon Derby Meet. (2nd Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, Chesterfield. 
S44 5JG. Off M1 J29. Contact Keith 07986 091109 rumblingstar@aol.com   or Jane 07910 
711591 
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9 
 

Tuesday Lincolnshire meet (2nd Tuesday of month) 
The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 
Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 
 

10 
 

Wed Leicester / Northants meet. (2nd Wednesday of each month). 
Forge Inn, Main Street, Glenfield, Leic. LE3 8DG. 
Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail leonebrowne@btinternet.com 

16 Tuesday Nottingham Meet. (3rd Tuesday of month) Grey Goose, Arnold Lane, Gedling- from 8pm. 
Contact Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 807  jimvtx1300@yahoo.co.uk / 
onelostrider@yahoo.co.uk 

21 
 

Sunday Derbyshire breakfast (1st and 3rd Sunday) meet at Clay Cross Powersports. From 10am, food 
and or a ride-out. Contact Keith 07986 091109 or Jane 07910 711591 E-mail 
rumblingstar@aol.com 

28 
 
 

Sunday Nott’s breakfast meet (4th Sunday of month). McDonalds Sir John Robinson Way, OFF A60 
Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold (Retail park opposite Sainsbury). From Nottingham turn 
right at CMC follow and Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. 
From 10.30, food and or a ride-out. Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 

28 Sunday Bottesford Toy Run. Leaving Red Lion Bottesford for the usual ride to Grantham, then onto 
Melton Mowbray. Ken will be arranging a ride-in from Arkwright Arms depart at 9.15. 

 

       
      DECEMBER 

5 
 

Sunday Derbyshire breakfast (1st and 3rd Sunday) meet at Clay Cross Powersports. From 10am, food 
and or a ride-out. Contact Keith 07986 091109 or Jane 07910 711591 E-mail 
rumblingstar@aol.com 

7 
 
 

Tuesday Centre Meet (1st Tuesday of month) - Mellish Rugby Club, War Memorial Ground, 
Mapperley Plains, Nottingham. NG3 5RX. – from 7.30pm. Contact Terry 0115 939 9142 / 
07853 235400 / billio51@hotmail.com 

11 Saturday Lost Riders Christmas Party. Mellish Rugby Club, War Memorial Ground, Mapperley Plains, 
Nottingham. NG3 5RX. DJ and live band.  Tickets from committee members. 

13 
 
 

Mon Derby Meet. (2nd Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, Chesterfield. 
S44 5JG. Off M1 J29. Contact Keith 07986 091109 rumblingstar@aol.com   or Jane 07910 
711591 

14 
 

Tuesday Lincolnshire meet (2nd Tuesday of month) 
The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 
Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 
 

15 
 
 

Wed Leicester / Northants meet. (2nd Wednesday of each month). 
Forge Inn, Main Street, Glenfield, Leic. LE3 8DG. 
Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail leonebrowne@btinternet.com 

18 Saturday Derby area Christmas Dinner 7.30 at Arkwright Arms.  Contact  a Derby member for info. 

19 
 
 

Sunday Derbyshire breakfast (1st and 3rd Sunday) meet at Clay Cross Powersports. From 10am, food 
and or a ride-out. Contact Keith 07986 091109 or Jane 07910 711591 E-mail 
rumblingstar@aol.com 

26 
 
 
 

Sunday Nott’s breakfast meet (4th Sunday of month). McDonalds Sir John Robinson Way, OFF A60 
Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold (Retail park opposite Sainsbury). From Nottingham turn 
right at CMC follow and Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. 
From 10.30, food and or a ride-out. Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 

 

 
   

 INTERNATIONAL RALLY HOLLAND (JUNE) - LOST RIDERS GROUP RIDE 

(STARTING ONE DAY EARLIER AND ENDING ONE DAY LATER) 

 

10 June       Depart around mid-day for ride to Eurotunnel into France 

                    Stay the night Formule 1, Calais Coquelles 

11 June     Travel to Rally site, arriving early afternoon. 

13 June  Rally ends. Travel back to Formule 1 Calais Coqelles for evening. 

14 Jun e Return via Eurotunnel to UK.   

 
Distance Nottingham to Calais est. 220 miles  Calais to Borculo (Rally base) est. 275 miles.  
 
COST 
Fuel   est. £100. In addition to this allow for rally tickets and spending money 
Eurotunnell     Dpt  10 June @ 16.20  £22         Return  14 June @ 10.20am £21   
Formule 1       10 June, 1 night  @ €44.10   13 June 1 night @ €49.10 
                             (Both nights Include breakfast for 2 people) 
  . 
Next Book now your Formule 1, (this is most important as rooms are limited), rally tickets and 

Eurotunnel. http://www.hotelformule1.com   http://www.eurotunnel.com      
 
Finally:  Contact Terry to let him know you are going and enable him to inform you of developments. 
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 THE COMMITTEE 
 

Centre 9 rep     Deputy Centre rep       Derby 
Terry Warren     Trevor Bridgwood    Keith & Jane Mason 
0115 939 9142     01522 750395    01246 236123 
07853 235400     Trac5641@yahoo.co.uk            Jane 07910 711591 
Billio51@hotmail.com          Keith 079 86 091109 

                  Facebook co-ordinator   rumblingstar@aol.com 
 Entertainment organiser    Mike Godwin    

Les Martin      01246 276754    Treasurer 
01773 778767     07775 774 977          Rachel Bridgwood 
0797 444080     mikegodwin@ntlworld.com           01522 750395  
Lam245@hotmail.co.uk                       Trac5641@yahoo.co.uk 

Lincolnshire 
 Leicestershire     Alex Bridgwood    Newsletter Editor  
Pete Brown      07815 972037    Jim Salmon    
0116 291 6809     01522 750395    07867 868 582  
leonebrown@btinternet.com   ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk   Jimvtx1300@yahoo.co.uk 

                     
Webmaster       Notts     Merchandise 
EJ       Vacant      John Simpson.                                                  
01673 857443      Temporary contacts –                           07929 048 763    
07872 075851      Jim Salmon   07867 868 582    sim556@hotmail.com  
Ej.darlington@googlemail.com    Chris Bostock  07739 913 807   
           Ride-out Co-ordinator 
           Steve Little 
           0773 537 8221 
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