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VSOC  CENTRE 9 – EAST MIDLANDS – MARCH 2011 

OWNERS OF: VIRAGO, DRAGSTAR, ROYAL STAR, VENTURE STAR, MIDNIGHT STAR, WARRIOR, RAIDER 
(OWNERS OF OTHER CUSTOM BIKES WELCOME AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS) 

 

From the editor 
First things first. I’m sure I’m not on my own when I say that I got quite a shock when Terry 
announced that he was standing down as the Centre Rep at the next AGM. On behalf of us all I 
thank him for his work and wish him well and hope that he continues to be an active member of 
the club.   
Now is the time that you can all consider your own options for next year with a view to taking up 
a position on the committee. Just because you have not done anything before doesn’t mean you 
can’t give it a try. There is always someone who will help you to get started and then you can put 

your own mark on the position. Perhaps you are currently active but would like to try something different, this is a great 
way to share your experience and bring your enthusiasm to another position.  Whilst I’m on this subject the position of 
Newsletter Editor will be available as I will be standing down. Due to other commitments I will not be able to attend the 
AGM so if anyone has any questions regarding the position please get in touch. If you’ve got two fingers and a keyboard 
you can do this as well if not better than I do,  don’t be shy give it a go. It’s 
time for some new blood with their ideas to take over. I know that there are 
many capable people within the club who have skills suitable for positions on 
the committee.  Please, put yourselves forward it is very rewarding and great 
fun.    
  
Remember that the new venues for Nottingham area meet and the Derby 
breakfast meet are now active, full details in calendar, – support them. 
 
Be careful out there. Jim 
                                                                                                                     

New, inescapable speed cameras 
The Government has introduced a new generation of average speed camera 
that can track motorists across entire networks of roads. The first versions 
went live on a stretch of the A13 carriageway that heads from southeast Essex into East London on January 31.  
Existing average speed cameras only monitor a car's speed between fixed points on the road, but the new models are 
capable of consistently tracking a vehicle. The latest system has 84 cameras and 37 average speed monitoring points - it 
can even keep an eye on drivers entering and exiting a stretch of road.  
RoadPilot, a firm that specialises in speed camera detection devices, has warned that this could be the start of an average 
speed monitoring system that spans the UK.  Chief Executive of RoadPilot, James Flynn OBE, said: "If this system proves 
successful, it could be extended or rolled out to other locations, all of which can be linked together.  
"Taken to the extreme, the entire UK road network could, in theory, be linked up under one average speed monitoring 
system - meaning Big Brother could always be watching you!" 

THE GATHERING 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON 10TH 

APRIL – MORE INFORMATION TO 

FOLLOW.  

MARK THE DAY IN YOUR 

DIARY - NOW! 

  

http://www.lostriders.co.uk/
http://www.lostriders.co.uk/
http://www.vsoc.org.uk/


RoadPilot's speed camera database has already been updated with the new, advanced camera sites, so users of the 
company's products will be alerted to their presence. (Please note I have no connection with RoadPilot – Ed) 
 

Notts’ Natterings 
The two of us have been looking after the area for two years now; this was supposed to be a temporary role until someone 
took the permanent position, as you can see we are still here.  The AGM is coming in April, why don’t you consider putting 
yourself forward for the position; again it could be two of you if you wanted. It’s important that people get involved to 
bring fresh ideas, different ways of doing things in order for people to remain interested and want to take part in activities. 
The same people doing the same job can lead to repetition of activities and methods which become boring to others new 
people taking over help to prevent this from happening. 
 
Not long now before the Jump Start, looking forward to a good weekend. I’ve said before that a group of us are just going 

up for the Saturday, are you going to join us? Give one of us a call for full 
details.   
 
Two things not to forget – next monthly meets are March 15th and 
breakfast meet March 27th full details in calendar. 
Chris & Jim 

THE DERBYSHIRE DESPATCH 

Hello. 
At the last meeting we had a couple of new faces  - Joe and Ricky  who have been to the Mellish but not been to a 
Derbyshire meet before so welcome to them and we also had a 
visit from Janice and Nigel  who we’ve not seen for a while so 
thanks, but the biggest surprise was seeing Kev and Karl so thanks 
guys and we even signed Karl up as an associate member so that’s 
good news so thanks for coming and supporting me and becoming 
involved and I hope to see you all again soon. 
We had a 1970’s music quiz courtesy of Les, (thank you Les) there 
were 6 teams including the bar staff and it was the bar staff and 
customers that won so well done to them.  
 
The update on  the breakfast meetings is that CMC are hoping to 
actually move everything from Calow to Claycross over the 
weekend of 6/7th March and then be open for business over the 
weekend of 12/13th March – so do go along and have a drink and a 
bite to eat in the new 48 seater cafe and walk round the 4000sq ft 
showroom in what is believed to be the largest motorcycle 
aftersales department in the UK  and have the largest display of 
new and used motorcycles anywhere in the UK so our breakfast meeting on the 20th March will be our first meeting in our 
new venue so it would be lovely to see as many of our members as possible. On the subject of breakfast meetings I have 
been contacted by a member of Centre 8 West Midlands who wants to bring a group of their members to one of our 

breakfast meets hopefully Sunday 1st May  and join us for a rideout but this date  is yet to be 
confirmed but I will keep you updated. 
Onto Bob’s Memorial ride – Paul and I have been sorting a route out and at the time of writing this 
article we have half a route!!  We just need to find our way to the pub now!! But it is coming along 
and will all be ready by the day of the rideout which will leave from CMC Claycross at 10.30am. 
That’s all from Derbyshire 
Shelagh xx 
 

 

 
 

 BOTTESFORD EGG RUN     

17TH APRIL 

LEAVING RED LION, BOTTESFORD 11am. 

NOTTINGHAM AREA WILL HAVE A RIDE-

IN FROM THE UNICORN, GUNTHORPE 

DEPARTING AT 10am. ALL WELCOME! 

Contact Jim 07867 868 582 

 



BEING SHOT AT 
Hi everyone, well that's February out of the way, the daylight hours are getting longer so fast now, warm evenings spent 
cruising to the pub can only be weeks away. 
Time to service the bikes, check the tyres, and once again start dodging the potholes. I don't know about you, but I really 

can't remember the roads being this bad in the past. Maybe it's those rose coloured glasses 
again? 
With Easter being quite late this year, the usual egg runs will, hopefully, be in lovely spring 
sunshine. I just can't wait, hope the petrol prices don't go up too much more, or a difficult 
choice between petrol and beer will have to be made. 
 
As those of you who were present at last month’s centre meet will know, at the AGM on 
the 1st Tuesday in April, I will not be seeking re-election to the position of centre rep. 
Over the last five years I have been on the Lost Riders committee, as webmaster, and lately 
as Centre Rep. 

I have been very proud to stand for you, and the honour I feel, will live with me forever. It is now time for someone else to 
take up the reigns. I will of course be around to assist the new rep in any way I can, don't think you will be on your own, 
and if you think it is for you, then go for it.  
It has been a life changing experience for me; it may be for you too. Put your name forward, and get ready to enjoy our 
club from the front, following is a breakdown of duties expected of a centre rep, there are not that many really. 
Once a month, chair the Centre meet, this is entirely up to you how you would like to do it, stamp your own personality on 
the meet. The raffle prizes etc, are sometimes donated, or I pick them up when I am out and about, it’s your choice. 
Once a month, write a piece for the newsletter, if you have read mine, you know it doesn’t have to be a masterpiece. 
Four times a year, send a piece off to The Clatter, you have been looking for our “round the centre” pieces, a few notes on 
past and coming events is all that’s required. 
Attend the VSOC AGM in early November, I have enjoyed these, usually some lively discussion, and of course news for the 
coming years. 
It is best if you make an effort to attend the club rallies, this is not really a requirement, but as many of our members do go, 

it makes sense to be there enjoying the events, and fronting our centre.  Enjoy it, life is too short not to. 
 
Well that’s about it, not that much is it? You really do get out of life what you put into it, all your efforts 
will be returned many times over; give it a go for the next couple of years, surely this is what you have 
been waiting for? 
Ride Safe People 
Terry  

********* 
 

LANDMARKS COMPETITION 2011 

Brian is once again planning the challenge. The challenge for this year incorporates 20 destinations it’s different and better.   
The 2011 awards will be based on a "% completed" format.  This is to allow the majority of the members to compete and 
be rewarded as much as possible (within reason!). 
 
If the rider completes <95% (19 or 20 of the Landmarks), they will get a VSOC Landmarks 2011 badge in Gold.  
If the rider completes 80% to 90% (16 to 18 of the Landmarks), they will get a VSOC Landmarks 2011 badge in Silver.   
If the rider completes 70% to 80% (14 or 15 of the Landmarks), they will get a VSOC Landmarks 2011 badge in Bronze.  
 
There are going to be 20 locations (to be finalised by 28th February 2011). The locations will be predominantly in the UK, 
however there will be two locations internationally. The competition will run from 1st of March 2011 through to the 31st 
September 2011.  No entries will be accepted before the start or after the finish dates. 
 
All of the riders entering the Landmarks are to do the following: 
Contact him via email to let him know you are entering the Challenge.  The email address is brianocw@yahoo.com  
At each Landmark, a picture is required of the rider and the bike.  This is the only acceptable format to confirm that the 
rider has ridden to that Landmark. Pictures are to be emailed to him at the email address above.  

BOB OGLE 
MEMORIAL RIDE 

MARCH 27TH 
 

DETAILS FROM 
SHELAGH 

07981 734 904 
 

mailto:brianocw@yahoo.com


The format of the pictures is unimportant (gif, jpeg, jpeg etc) as is the size.  What is important is the naming of the 
pictures.   
The name format is to be as follows:  ridername, Landmarkname.file format.  So an example would be:  
brianocw_sydneyharbourbridge.jpg 
  
The fact that it is now based on a percentage basis means you can still have great fun finding them and even if you don’t do 
them all you can still get a patch! You often wonder where to go for a ride – well now you will soon know. Register and give 
it a go, it’s free, it’s fun what more do you want? 

********* 
VSOC SPECIAL DAY 2-3 JULY AT UTTOXETER CLASSIC BIKE SHOW 

2011 really is the year for anniversaries. The first Viragos were launched in 1981 and celebrate their 30th birthdays this 
year, added to that the “Big Boy” of the range (1100cc) came out in the US 
during 1986 and has its 25th this year. By coincidence, the brand name, Star 
Motorcycles first appeared in 1996 and has its 15th anniversary this year. The 
first Star was the Royal Star which also has its 15th anniversary this year and 
more importantly, attains classic bike status. 
The best way I can think of to put this all into one big birthday party is to do it 
here, www.uttoxeterclassicbikeshow.co.uk 
This show is run by the Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Club and set in the 
beautiful surroundings of Uttoxeter racecourse. It attracts thousands of visitors 
over two days and has become an “Owners Club show” attracting over 60 clubs 

with 900 bikes and countless trade stands. Some of the smaller owners clubs now use it as their annual get together. 
Our stand will be by far the biggest of the show. It will utilise all 4 VSOC marquees and have 100 bikes forming a walk 
through display that charts 30 years of Yamaha’s evolution in the cruiser market. It will start with a 1981 Virago and 
progress year-by-year, model-by-model until we reach the present day. The marquees will be used as a frontage to this and 
house different displays that cover every aspect of the bikes and everything that our club has to offer its membership. 
All the centre reps have copies of the plan for this and should you wish to know the exact details and how it will all flow, 
please contact them. 
What do we need? 
100 bikes that cover all the models and all the years. 
They don’t need to be standard livery and condition is not important. If anyone has a part built restoration project, I also 
need it. 
Arrive on Friday but no later than 9.30 Sat Morning. Depart Sunday at the close of show. 
There will be rota for manning the stand. 
___________________________________ 
What do you get? 
Uttoxeter is just north of Birmingham, central to the country and close to the M6. 
The show is on Sat 2nd & Sun 3rd July 
Each exhibiting bike gets two free weekend passes 
There is a caravan club site within the course, complete with hard standings and hook ups. So you can bring caravans and 
campers (booked separately via) http://www.caravanclub.co.uk/ 
There will be a designated VSOC camping area.** 
Bar, Bands, catering, showers etc are all available, however should you prefer to self cater from the superstore this is fine. 
I have booked a building for our use during the day and evening. 
There will be a birthday cake and candles! 
___________________________________ 
 
We are one of the few owners clubs that are big enough to stage something on this scale and quite a coup to pull it off. 
Should you wish to be part of it please contact me blackjack.bob@virgin.net or phone 01225 810384  
  
**SPECIAL NOTE FROM Ed. 
If you want to camp there will be a VSOC section separate from the Camping club get in touch with Bob to let him know 
your plans and he will be able to ensure sufficient space is available for us all. Weekend tickets for the show can be 

RIDE-OUTS 
March 6th and 20th 

 
Organised by Alby (he of Bottesford 
Egg Run fame). Not a Lost Riders 
event but all welcome to join in. 
See calendar for details  
 

http://www.uttoxeterclassicbikeshow.co.uk/
http://www.caravanclub.co.uk/CaravanClubApps/applications/uk%20sites/Site%20Details.aspx?csid=22007
mailto:blackjack.bob@virgin.net


purchased via The Ticket Factory www.theticketfactory.com  or phone 0844 338 8000. Cost for the show is £10 or camping 
weekend pass is £20.50. Show website is www.uttoxeterclassicbikeshow.co.uk  
 
 

 LINC’S LYRICAL 
we seemed to have a full house for our February meeting with Dave and Sheila back from Thailand and John not on shift.  

Another excellent night was had by all. 

We will be having a stand at Mablethorpe Motorbike Festival again this year which is taking place 

from 11:00 on Saturday 19th March.  I will make sure the confirmed destination gets out to everyone 

by text and email as soon as I learn more. 

See you all soon. Alexander Bridgwood (Lincolnshire Rep) 

                                                                        
  

  

        SPECIAL DATES TO PLAN FOR 

(FULL DETAILS FOR CLUB ACTIVITIES ON WEBSITE OR CONTACT EDITOR)  
APRIL 1 – 3 JUMP START, SALE, NEAR MANCHESTER. £8 BAND/DISCO  CONTACT 01772 334512 

 MAY 27 – 28  BOMBER BASH. SLEAFORD RUGBY CLUB, SLEAFORD.  27 – 30 MAY 

JUNE 24 – 26 FEN FROLICS, MELDRETH Nr ROYSTON, HERTS. FROM £16.   

JULY  22 – 24 YORKIES TROGLODYTE RALLY. HULL IONIANS RUGBY CLUB, HUL £18 

AUGUST 26 – 29 PENINSULA PIRATES, NEWTON ABBOTT. £15 CONTACT 01752 569379  

 
       MARCH 

1 
 
 
 

Tuesday Centre Meet (1st Tuesday of month) - Mellish Rugby Club, War Memorial Ground, 
Mapperley Plains, Nottingham. NG3 5RX. – from 7.30pm. Contact Terry 0115 939 9142 / 
07853 235400 / billio51@hotmail.com 

6 Sunday Ride to Foxton Lock. Meeting at McDonalds on Markeaton roundabout (A38/A52 junction). 
Meet rfom 9.30 leave at 10.00. This not a Lost Riders event but all are welcome. Further 
information from Alby 077622 242 309 E-mail alby.white@ntlworld.com  

8 Tuesday Lincolnshire meet (2nd Tuesday of month) 
The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 
Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 

9 Wednesday Leicester / Northants meet. (2nd Wednesday of each month). 
Nags Head, 18 Station Road, Glenfield, Leic.  Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail 
leoniebrowne@live.co.uk 

 14 
 

Mon Derby Meet. (2nd Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, Chesterfield. 
S44 5JG. Off M1 J29.  Shelagh 07981 734 904 

20 Sunday Ride out to Telford Air Museum. Meeting at McDonalds on Markeaton roundabout 
(A38/A52 junction). Meet from 9.30 leave at 10.00. This not a Lost Riders event but all are 
welcome. Further information from Alby 077622 242 309 E-mail alby.white@ntlworld.com 

20  
 

Sunday Derbyshire breakfast meet. New venue CMC - at Clay Cross! High Street, Clay Cross, S45 9DP 
Note this is the old Stratstone /Powersports showrooms  – contact Shelagh  07981 734 904  

27 Sunday Bob Ogle Memorial Ride. More information to follow – contact Shelagh 07981 734 904 

27 
  
 
 

Sunday Nott’s breakfast meet (4th Sunday of month). McDonalds Sir John Robinson Way, OFF A60 
Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold (Retail park opposite Sainsbury). From Nottingham turn 
right at CMC follow and Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. 
From 10.30, food and or a ride-out. Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 

http://www.theticketfactory.com/
http://www.uttoxeterclassicbikeshow.co.uk/
mailto:billio51@hotmail.com
mailto:alby.white@ntlworld.com
mailto:ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:leoniebrowne@live.co.uk
mailto:alby.white@ntlworld.com


      APRIL  (Easter weekend 22-25th) 

 

 

1 - 3  Fri//Sat Jump Start.  Jackson’s Boat, Near Trafford Waterpark, Rifle Road, Sale. M33 2LX  
Contact 01772 334512 

   

 3 Sunday Derbyshire  breakfast meet. New  venue tbc – contact Shelagh  07981 734 904 

 5 
 
 
 

Tuesday Centre Meet (1st Tuesday of month) - Mellish Rugby Club, War Memorial Ground, 
Mapperley Plains, Nottingham. NG3 5RX. – from 7.30pm. Contact Terry 0115 939 9142 / 
07853 235400 / billio51@hotmail.com 

10 Sunday THE GATHERING – more information to follow. 

 11 
 

Mon Derby Meet. (2nd Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, Chesterfield. 
S44 5JG. Off M1 J29.  Shelagh 07981 734 904 

12 
 

Tuesday Lincolnshire meet (2nd Tuesday of month) 
The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 
Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 

 13 
 

Wed Leicester / Northants meet. (2nd Wednesday of each month). 
  Nags Head, 18 Station Road, Glenfield, Leic.  Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail 
leoniebrowne@live.co.uk 

16 Saturday Unwanted MCC's Annual Ride In Day at The Rockbar, Shobnall Sports & Social Club, Shobnall 
Rd, Burton on Trent, Staffs, DE14 2BB. Tickets: 5.00UKpounds Rock Disco & Live band 
'Rulebreaker'  Tango 07855 133029/ Ruth 07988 521400 

17 Sunday Bottesford Egg Run. Depart Red Lion Bottesford 11am. Nottingham ride- in from Unicorn at 
Gunthorpe, leaving at 10.10. 

17 
 

Sunday Derbyshire breakfast meet. New venue CMC - at Clay Cross! High Street, Clay Cross, S45 9DP 
Note this is the old Stratstone /Powersports showrooms  – contact Shelagh  07981 734 904  

22-25 Fri-Mon Slappers & Trollops 9th Charity Rally at The Breighton Ferry, Breighton, Selby, North 
Yorkshire, YO8 6DH Prebook: 15.00UKpounds, OTG: 18.00UKpounds In aid of Breast Cancer 
& Air Ambulance Charities. Cheques/POs payable to: Slappers and Trollops c/o Wozwolf RC, 
PO Box 4347, Sheffield, S12 9BR 07717 469939 or 07814 986155 www.wozwolf.co.uk 

22-24 Fri-Sun Team Sober MCC's 2nd A Newt in Shining Armour Rally at Woolley Campsite, opposite 
Middle Field Lane, Woolley Edge Lane, Junc 38 M1, just after Woolley Edge Services, South 
Bound, West Yorkshire.Prebook: 10.00UKpounds, OTG: 15.00UKpounds . 270 limit.  Badge 
included in ticket price, limit 200. Bands Friday & Sat + disco Cheques/POs payable to: Team 
Sober MCC, c/o Little Miss, 452 York Road, Leeds, LS9 0HH. Please enclose a SAE & a contact 
email / phone number 07919 846164 

24 
  
 
 

Sunday Nott’s breakfast meet (4th Sunday of month). McDonalds Sir John Robinson Way, OFF A60 
Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold (Retail park opposite Sainsbury). From Nottingham turn 
right at CMC follow and Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. 
From 10.30, food and or a ride-out. Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 

24 Sunday Sheffield Egg Run (with James Tosland) 

30 Saturday Janice & Nigel -  wedding info to follow 
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