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VSOC  CENTRE 9 – EAST MIDLANDS – OCTOBER 2012 

OWNERS OF: VIRAGO, DRAG STAR, ROYAL STAR, VENTURE STAR, MIDNIGHT STAR,                                                        

WARRIOR, RAIDER & STRATOLINER. 

(OWNERS OF OTHER CUSTOM BIKES WELCOME AS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS) 

 

    A Tale of Great Service from your Editor       

   Whilst out for a ride recently, I pulled in to a petrol station for fuel and to check my  

   tyre pressures.  The valve on the front is not angled and it took a bit of a wiggle to  

   get the nozzle to fit. When trying to remove the nozzle the valve snapped clean in half  

   Doh! Instant flat tyre!!  

 As I was a couple of miles from CMC, who I have used before, I called them up. They said 

they would be with me ASAP. Twenty minutes later a van arrived, we loaded the bike up and took it back to the 

workshop in Daybrook.  The mechanic went over to the stores for a new tube and fitted it straight away.  The cost of 

all this great service?…. A remarkable £26.80 plus VAT!!!!   So, I can highly recommend CMC for their great service 

and urge you all to be gentle with your valves – ooer missus! 

Ride Safe - Steve 

 

SCRUMPIES RALLY 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A good number of Lost Riders made their 

way down to Weston Super Mare for the 

Scrumpies Rally. A great time was had by 

all:- playing on the beach, visiting the town 

and funfair and of course, partaking of a 

few bevvies and some wholesome food.  

The theme for the Saturday was the 

Olympics with an It’s a Knock Out 

challenge, with clubs competing for 

medals. 

In the bike show competition - Pete did the 

club proud winning an award for his highly 

customised Virago – Well done mate 

another trophy for your cabinet! 

The caption should read “ Piston broke? ” – 

“Yes so am I” (Ed.) 



 

BIGGLES BIKERS 

Our budding aeronauts finally took to the skies in mid - September           

to enjoy the glider trips, which were initially booked and arranged          

for the Gathering meet, at Husbands Bosworth. 

 

RIDE OUT TO COVENTRY MOTOR MUSEUM 

A great day out in the sunshine was had by all who joined the ride to the Motor Museum in Coventry.  We met up at 

Leicester services for a short ride to the museum, where the staff kindly allowed us to park in their secure car park.  

The group then enjoyed the sites of Coventry and free entry to the museum, which had a great variety of cars, bikes 

and commercial vehicles.  

 

 

       PETERBOROUGH    

    There was a good showing of bikes on the VSOC stand including Alex’s     

    Virago and Trev’s Raider.   

This is a great event with many trade stands offering end of season bargains.  The entertainment included the 

European Stunt Championships, featuring some real nutters and the Moped Endurance race, featuring even more 

nutters! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



CENTRE NEWS 

Hi Everyone   -  First of all I would like to thank Jim for all his good work as editor and welcome 

Steve. The Christmas is party will soon be upon us.  Chris has the menu for the food. He would 

like to know what you would like, so please let him know now.   The 15th Annual Hamper Run is 

on the 18th November leaving from the Wheelgate Pleasure Park at 11 30 am ending at 

Boughton Social Club - sounds good to me.   Indoor Bowls and Carvery is planned for Sunday 24th 

February at Erewash Indoor Bowls Centre, I went last year it was brilliant, so see you there. 

I have also included our Second Man Safety Procedure at the end of this newsletter so that we can all enjoy our ride 

outs together safely.    Well that's all for now folks, so take care and ride safe   

Disco Paul - CENTRE SCRIBE 

 

NOTTS NATTERING   - Two go south to Centre 10 Charity Party. 

Yes another camp and another wet ride down to Meldrith. I met up with our new member Kev, 

he is a great veteran biker, riding like an expert. The camp was dry when we arrived so we 

managed to get our tents up before catching up with the with others. We found a local pub 

serving good food before returning to the pool table where I spent the evening. We had great 

weather on the Saturday so we sat relaxing in the sun before the games commenced. They were 

great fun, especially as we had to partner up with a novice for each activity. This was followed by 

an excellent live band and disco in the evening.     We managed to pack and ride home without getting wet!. Kev’s a 

great guy and I really enjoyed his company as I am sure you all will, so thanks Kev, that’s your 1
st
 rally under your 

belt. Look forward to the next.         

Paul Clay (Bandana) - Nottinghamshire Rep 

 

LINC’S LYRICALS  

Writing this there doesn’t seem to have been a lot going on in Lincolnshire since the rideout to 

Immingham Docks in July which was a great success.  Thanks to everyone who showed up and 

supported the event.  I’ll hopefully be able to organise some rideouts to some other good 

destinations next year. 

We had the meeting in August with the usual members turning up which was good; the weather 

was even nice enough to take the bikes!  No news on the venue situation as the one we had tried out doesn’t seem 

to be going anywhere.  I’m hoping things may pick up at our current venue in the near future though. At the end of 

August it was time for our second trip to Colombia with Mum, Dad, Christopher, Harry, Ros and John from Centre 9 

and five others from within the VSOC.  A fantastic time was had by all and, once again, I’d thoroughly recommend if 

you get the chance to go to jump at the offer!  There’ll be more on our time in Colombia in the next issue of Clatter 

so keep your eyes peeled.  We returned from Colombia on the Wednesday and it was straight to the BMF for us on 

the Friday, well it should have been but I ended up going on the Saturday thanks to a flat battery.  We had a pretty 

good weekend and there were quite a few people who took away application forms as well as three people who 

signed up there and then.  Quite a few seemed to be within the Centre 9 area which is always good news. 

See you soon, 

Alexander Bridgwood - Lincolnshire Rep 

 



 

DERBYSHIRE DESPATCH 

Hello everyone, 

As I write this it is RAINING yet again!!!!   Well last month’s meeting was a bit short on people, due 

to some being on holiday and some in Columbia we only had 7 members so we just had a social 

evening and lots of chips!!! 

September 8
th

 saw some of us get to do our postponed glider flight, this was a fantastic experience and  I can highly 

recommend it.  The following day  –  Sunday saw several of us go on a ride-out to Coventry  Motor Museum,  the 

weather was lovely and sunny and we went through some lovely countryside  lead by Rod so our thanks go to him. 

The museum was very interesting - it housed cars, bicycles and motorcycles right back to the 1800’s and it was all 

FREE!!!!                             

Can I just remind you all as I mentioned in the last newsletter it is the Children In Need rideout on the 21
st
 October 

leaving CMC Claycross at 12 noon all welcome to attend and all for a £5 donation so please try  to support this event.  

Hope you all ride safe and I’ll see you all soon 

Shelagh xx - Derbyshire Rep 

 

LOST RIDER OF THE YEAR 

As we approach our Christmas celebrations, it’s time once again to nominate our “Lost Rider of The Year”.  This is to 

recognise the individual, who in the opinion of the majority of members, has contributed most to the club 

throughout the year.  Please send your nominations for the person or persons you think have added most – to Chris 

Bostock before the end of October.  You can do this by writing, texting or emailing Chris directly.  

 Let’s make sure we all take our time to make at least one nomination (Ed.)  

 

Convert! 

Rachel passed her bike test in 2004 and immediately went out and bought a Honda Hornet 600, in 2008 when she 

changed it for a brand new Yamaha 600 Fazer.  During this time she always said that she disliked the cruiser ride 

position and could never ride a bike like that.   As many of you know we have just returned from our second trip to 

Colombia at the invitation of the Yamaha Custom Club of Colombia.  As before our hosts loaned us their bikes, 

initially Rachel rode a 400cc Yamaha Majesty scooter, which she was happy with.  However, after three days our 

Road Captain rode it to the overnight parking and came back saying nobody should ride such a bike on a rally and set 

about getting her a different bike.  Eventually after some swapping around she ended up on a 750 Virago.  Well as 

the miles clocked up and breakdown’s occurred bikes swapped around.  It came to the crunch and I told her she 

would have to bite the bullet and ride whatever was available even if it was a cruiser as short 

legs precluded the majority of non-cruiser machines.  Now Alex had been riding a XVS 950 

which belonged to our friend Pedro.  Rachel agreed to give it a try and rode it for the 

remaining days of the rally.   

We got back home on Wednesday 12 September and Thursday she was straight down to 

Webbs of Lincoln to see if they had any 950’s in stock.  Well they had one in the showroom in 

red. Friday morning it was back to Webbs and as you can see from the picture, the bike has 

been sold! – Trev 



JOE’S TIP OF THE MONTH  

 

  

LOST RIDERS OCTOBER 2012 EVENTS  

2nd Tues 

Centre Meet (1
st
 Tuesday of month) - Mellish Rugby Club, War Memorial Ground, 

Mapperley Plains, Nottingham. NG3 5RX. – from 7.30pm. Contact  - Chris 07739 913807 

onelostrider@yahoo.co.uk 

7th Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am. Contact Shelagh  07981 734 904   

8th Mon 
Derby Meet. (2

nd
 Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, 

Chesterfield. S44 5JG. Off M1 J29.  Shelagh 07981 734 904 

9th Tues 

Lincolnshire Meet (2
nd

 Tuesday of month) 

The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 

Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 

10th Wed 

Leicester / Northants Meet. (2
nd

 Wednesday of each month). 

Nags Head, Station Road, Glenfield, LE3 8BQ 

Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail leonebrowne1@live.co.uk 

16th Tues 

Notts. Area Meet. 3
rd

 Tuesday of the month. Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1 Watnall 

Road (B6009), Hucknall (0115 964 23800) Contact Chris 07739 913 807 or Jim 07867 868 

582 

21st Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am. Contact Shelagh  07981 734 904   

28th Sun 

Notts. Breakfast Meet (4
th

 Sunday of month). McDonalds Sir John Robinson Way, OFF 

A60 Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold (Retail park opposite Sainsbury). From Nottingham 

turn right at CMC follow and Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. From 10.30, 

food and or a ride-out. Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BONFIRE PARTY 

November 3
rd

 

Brandy Wharf Leisure Park, Nr Gainsborough 

Contact Jim Salmon for more details 

When bleeding your brakes – if you can’t clear an air lock, pump the brake lever then 

tie it (closed) to the handlebar with a cable tie.  Over-night the bubbles will rise and 

escape up through the reservoir. The next day simply cut the cable tie and you will 

find the air lock gone. (just check the level again and top up if necessary) - Joe 



 

LOST RIDERS NOVEMBER 2012 EVENTS  

4th Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am. Contact Shelagh  07981 734 904   

6th Tues 

Centre Meet (1
st
 Tuesday of month) - Mellish Rugby Club, War Memorial Ground, 

Mapperley Plains, Nottingham. NG3 5RX. – from 7.30pm. Contact  - Chris 07739 913807 

onelostrider@yahoo.co.uk 

12th Mon 
Derby Meet. (2

nd
 Monday of month) Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton, 

Chesterfield. S44 5JG. Off M1 J29.  Shelagh 07981 734 904 

13th Tues 

Lincolnshire Meet (2
nd

 Tuesday of month) 

The Duke of Wellington, Lincoln Road, Leasingham, Sleaford. NG34 8JS 

Contact: Alex 07815 972037 E-mail ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 

14th Wed 

Leicester / Northants Meet. (2
nd

 Wednesday of each month). 

Nags Head, Station Road, Glenfield, LE3 8BQ 

Contact: Pete Brown 0116 291 6809 E-mail leonebrowne1@live.co.uk 

18th Sun 
Derbyshire Breakfast Meet. (1st and 3rd Sunday of month).   CMC Clay Cross (the old 

Stratstone) from 10am. Contact Shelagh  07981 734 904   

20th Tues 

Notts. Area Meet. 3
rd

 Tuesday of the month. Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1 Watnall 

Road (B6009), Hucknall (0115 964 23800) Contact Chris 07739 913 807 or Jim 07867 868 

582 

25th Sun 

Notts. Breakfast Meet (4
th

 Sunday of month). McDonalds Sir John Robinson Way, OFF 

A60 Mansfield Rd., Daybook, Arnold (Retail park opposite Sainsbury). From Nottingham 

turn right at CMC follow and Mc D on left. From Mansfield turn left at CMC. From 10.30, 

food and or a ride-out. Contact  Jim 07867 868 582 or Chris 07739 913 80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY 24th February 2013 
 
Erewash Indoor Bowls Club, Grange Park, off Station Road, Long Eaton, 

Nottingham, NG10 2EE. 10mins from JCT 25 M1 
 

Arrive by 11.30 am for 12.00 noon — 2.00pm Bowls 
From 2.15pm Carvery, Dessert , Tea or Coffee 

 
Carvery and Bowls £ 12.00pp or Carvery & Dessert Only £ 9.00pp  
 
Closing Date. Friday 17th Feb with full payment, Cash or Cheque to:- 
Kevin Knowlden 65, Campbell Drive, Carlton, Nottingham, NG41RJ. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a few rooms available for those not wanting to camp in April priced at £15.00 per night not en suite and 

not including breakfast.  These rooms will be on a first come first served basis and although tickets are being sold by 

Joy Mellalieu the rooms need to be booked through me please.  If any of your members want a bed they MUST email 

me asap.  The rooms cannot be for single use so I have put what rooms we have and how many beds below: 

 

Room 1 - 3 singles     Room 2 - 2 singles Room 3 - 2 singles  Room 6 - 2 singles and a double 

 

Please note this is an every-day pub not a hotel or restaurant so the rooms are basic and clean but not plush hence 

£15.00 ppnpn. There is a also a Premier Inn about 10 minutes walk away called the Swinging Bridge (be careful as 

there are 2 nearby but one is at least 20 minutes walk and they refer to them as North and South).   

 

Please note Bob and I are on holiday for the 1st two weeks of October so any emails I will not respond to straight 

away but will deal with on my return. 

 

Thanks and hope to see some of you there.     Jo Aldam  - Secretary Centre 6 



 

 

THE COMMITTEE 

Centre 9 Rep  

Chris Bostock  

07739 913807 

onelostrider@yahoo.co.uk 

Deputy Centre 9 Rep 

Terry Warren 

 

billio51@hotmail.com  

Deputy Centre 9 Rep 

Stuart Hutson (Rocket Man) 

07813 325227 

stuarthutson@impuk.co.uk 
 

 

  

Derbyshire 

Shelagh Booker 

01773 781187 

07981 734904  

shelaghbooker@hotmail.com 

Entertainment Organiser 

Les Martin (Non Stick) 

01773 778767 

07974 440480 

lam245@hotmail.co.uk 

Facebook Co-ordinator 

Mike Godwin 

01246 276754 

07775 774977 

mikegodwin@ntworld.com 

 

 

  

Lincolnshire 

Alex Bridgwood 

01522 730395 

07815 972037 

ajbridgwood@yahoo.co.uk 

Leicestershire 

Pete Brown 

0116 291 6809 

 

leoniebrown1@live.co.uk 

Merchandise 

Ros Thompson 

07968 725519 

 

ros.thompson@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

  

Newsletter Editor 

Steve Taylor 

0773 9600 938 

Stevetaylor2001@hotmail.com 

Nottinghamshire 

Paul Clay (Bandana) 

 

caroleclay@hotmail.com 

Ride-out Co-ordinator 

Harry Thompson 

07968 312025 

thompsonharry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

  

Treasurer 

Brian Timms 

07974 395696 

 

brian@timms.net 

Webmaster 

John Wood (Bald Eagle) 

01858 880150 

07860 356559 

lostriders@thewoodfamily.org.uk 

Centre Meeting Refreshments 

Kevin Knowlden (Master chef) 

07816 434108 

0115 414348 

kevinsales@live.co.uk 
 

 

  

Centre 9 Newsletter Input 

Paul Harrison (Disco) 

paul_harrison20@sky.com 

Centre Meeting Back-Up Speakers 

Terry Warren, Jim Salmon  

& Ros Thompson 

Centre 9 Clatter Input 

Terry Warren 

billio51@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


