
Centre 9 East Midlands 
 

 

 

 

August 2019 
 

Centre Rep Chattering 

Hi Everybody 

Well this has been a very sad month for the 

Lost Riders having lost two very long-standing 

members both active in their own rights of 17 

and 24 years.  Pete Brown and John 

Hopkinson taken away very sudden was a 

shock to their families and our club, they will 

be sadly missed by us all. 

On Thursday, 25th July 25 bikes and 30 

members was led by Rod from Leicester 

Forest East Services to Pete’s house, where 

we met Leonie and family, they were 

overwhelmed with the support. 

We escorted Pete on his final ride out to the 

crematorium where we formed a guard of 

honour at the entrance to the chapel, this was 

appreciated by the 90+ family and friends. 

The service was light hearted with great 

memories, a few laughs which Pete would 

have approved. 

We then joined the family at the Lions RFC for 

refreshments and rekindled memories of our 

funny friend with a video. 

Then on Friday, 2nd August 21 bikes and 26 

members met on the A617 lay-by and rode to 
John’s house to be met with an overwhelming 

reception by his family.  I introduced them to 

every member when they listened to 

memories of John with gratitude. 

The cortege was made up of the hearse, 10 

bikes, the family limousine then 11 bikes.  We 

escorted John to the church and in the eulogy 

the Reverend mentioned John enjoyed nightly 

suppers of cheese, wine (1 Glass only) and 

beer, which he had before passing. 

Then on to the crematorium where we formed 

a guard of honour at the chapel doors.  This 

was also overwhelming for the family when 

they drove up. 

Then on to the Cock and Magpie for 

refreshments and a chat with the family.  They 

appreciated the montage of photos from Mike 

Godwin which they printed out and displayed 

in a frame happy memories. 

They gave me a thankyou card and £200 to be 

spent by the members, not for the charity but 

a donation will be forwarded later.  At the 

centre meet last Tuesday with 50 members in 

attendance I proposed cheese, wine and beer 

on Thursday night after setting up our rally 

next May.  I hope we will have lots of members 

helping to make the weekend a success for 

our guests, there was only one other proposal 

by John Wood with nil votes. 

Both members will have brass name plaques 

on the Scrumpies memorial bench at Banwell 

farm. 

I personally would like to thank those who 

supported the families and those who could 

not make it.  I know they would have been in 

your thoughts on the day. 

We will be having a memorial page on our 

website coordinated by Terry Warren and 

Ryan; this will take some time to put together.  

There are 12 members who have passed over 

the past 20 years, any ideas, dates, memories 

to Terry, he would appreciate the help. 

A big welcome to Graham Popplestone with a 

XV535 from Codnor, hope to see you soon. 

Last month 25 members ventured to Ron and 

Fran’s ponderosa in North Somercotes, 

Lincolnshire.  We were led by Chris and 

Rachel for a BBQ, we all thoroughly enjoyed 

their hospitality, great food and music.  Thanks 

also to Tracey and Neil for their help. 

Thursday, 18th July with 18 bikes and 22 

members we gathered for refreshments for 



Sean’s grandson’s prom escort to Goosedale 
Hall.  Thanks to Lynn for taking Brolin, we 

made quite an impact as we dropped him at 

the entrance thanks to those who supported 

the family, Sean has donated £200 to our 

charity Friary house.  A big thank you Sean 

and family. 

19th -21st July, 13 members attended Centre 

14 - A Gangstar gathering at East Grinstead 

RFC.  A slightly damp Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday cleared up, what a great rally we all 

had.  Well done Centre 14. 

Cathy Riglin and Stefan won best of bikes with 

trophies, well done it pays to polish those rusty 

bits. 

Saturday, 3rd August 21 members attended DJ 

Paul’s annual Juke Box Party with pizza, chips 

and a cold buffet made by Jane and Janice.  

Everybody enjoyed great music, great 

friendship, thanks Paul. 

Six members attended Scrumpies party and 

the wedding of Dawn and Becks.  

Congratulations to both of them, everybody 

had an enjoyable time. 

Do not forget Michael Shakespeare’s ride-out 

Sunday, 18th August, meet at 10am CMC Clay 

Cross. 

Tickets for our Christmas Party are now 

available.  New members - this is our event of 

the year, great party night with friends in a 

super hotel. 

Our Steaming Ahead 2020 rally tickets are 

now on sale, only £20.00 for Thursday to 

Monday.  

Jane Bell No 1 ticket - Contact Brian Timms. 

Looking forward to the challenge of attending 

all the area meets this month, fancy joining me 

and Dave Howarth give me a ring. 

That’s All Folks 

Ride safe 

Kevin K 

 

 

Editor 

Hi Folks 

Not a lot on the biking front for me this 

month but lots of building labourer work!  

We’re slowly getting there with the 

bungalow and now have a porch rather than 

just a roof propped up with an acro!   

Ron and I have attended a couple of local 

bike nights, one in Mablethorpe where we 

met up with Trev and Rachel.  Whilst there 

I discovered the delights of a brie, 

cranberry and walnut toastie, 

unfortunately, I can’t tell you who supplied 

it as I’ve lost his card.  The following week 

me and Ron went to the Sutton on Sea Bike 

Night and displayed our bikes on the RBL 

Riders stand.  During the evening the local 

Town Crier walked around looking at the 

bikes, he told me that he was judging the 

Best Bike Competition – so obviously I 

showed him my beautiful Stryker and 

explained to him why my bike was the clearly 

the best.  Later, it was announced that the 

winner of Best Bike was registration number 

R50 BUR – I was robbed!!!  Ron’s Raider won 

it – how annoying!  Although, my bike’s only 

in the excellent condition it is thanks to Ron.  

I have helped him clean the bikes in the past 

but apparently polishing the front light and 

then moving on randomly is not how it’s done. 

Last Saturday, we went to Trev and 

Rachel’s, meeting up with a few others who 

are thinking of doing an extended tour to 

Finland’s Rally.  We had fun looking at and 

booking hotels, chatting about the route 

and priorities like when and what to pack.  

As I write this there are 290 days until we 

sail – not that I’m excited or anything. 

Tomorrow night is the Lancaster Bike Night 

at Spilsby which we hope to go to but if the 

weather looks dodgy it won’t be for me – I’m 

not a fan of riding in the rain. 

We’re going to the Yorkies Rally, so this will 

be our first UK Rally as Lost Riders.  We’ve 

attended loads of VSOC rallies previously 

but this will be our first time camping and 

partying with you all.  I’m looking forward to 

Yorkies Rally, we haven’t been to a UK rally 

since Centre 19’s last one which was a couple 

of years ago, I think.  Although I’m not 



looking forward to putting up our tent, best 

I look for the instructions, not that I recall 

reading instructions ever before – not my 

thing normally, try it, ask someone how it’s 

done and then if that fails read the 

instructions! 

Thank you to everyone who sent me their 

memories and pictures of both Pete Brown 

and John Hopkinson – both were clearly 

much-loved Lost Riders. 

Hope to see you in a field somewhere. 

Ride safe, 

Fran 

 

 

 

Lincolnshire Area Rep 

Another busy month with a mixed bag of weather.  
I can definitely say that I’m not a fair-weather rider 

😊 

Our first VSOC Rally of the year saw us riding to 
East Grinstead in the pouring rain.  After putting 
up the tent and changing into dry clothes Kev very 
kindly offered to drive us to Aldi so we could stock 
up on provisions and more importantly buy some 
food for tea.  The Friday night band played a good 
mix of music and the dance floor was full all night 
with me doing a fair amount. 

Saturday saw us waking up to more rain but luckily 
by 10:30 the sun started to shine.  Everyone took 
the opportunity to hang out their wet biking gear.  
Due to the size of the Centre no ride-out was 
planned so, Kev, Bev, Phil, Trev and myself walked 
across a couple of fields into East Grinstead.  
Whilst there we had to sample some of the local 
ales, cider and gin.  The singer on Saturday was 
very good and appropriate to the theme but not 
quite what bikers want so not much dancing took 
place.  At least we had a nice dry ride home. 

I managed to attend Pete Brown’s funeral and I 
can safely say that we did him proud.  One of his 
relatives had compiled some pictures which were 
shown on the TV screen at the wake.  It was very 
well done and it bought back nice memories. 

The following weekend Trev and I rode down to 
the Scrumpies Party.  The last time we attended 
was around 7 years ago.  Luckily this time it was 
dry and we both had a nice ride until about the last 

50 miles when we got stuck in traffic.  We had a 
great Friday night and both sampled the local cider 
on offer.  On Saturday we took part in the bike 
escort for Dawn and Beck’s wedding and attended 
the service afterwards.  Dawn looked so lovely.  
The wedding reception was great which was then 
followed by a disco in the evening at which point 
all attendees joined together.  I had forgotten how 
much fun this party is and how good the venue is.  
Will definitely put it in the calendar for their next 
one to be held in 2021.  On the Sunday morning 
we attended the service at the memorial garden 
and Trev had the job of securing Pete Brown’s 
plaque onto one of the memorial benches. 

This weekend 9 people came to our house for a 
planning meeting for our trip to Finland next year.  
We have booked the accommodation for the stop 
overs on the way using sites which are cancellable 
and payable when you arrive to limit any liability if 
plans change.  It was very productive and after 
some discussions some of the route has been 
changed.  Some of us are doing the same route but 
other’s will be doing a slightly different one.  I 
know it’s a long way off but I can’t help getting 
excited. 

On the 5th September, Trev, Fran, Ron and myself 
with be riding to Harwich to catch the ferry to the 
Dutch Rally.  Hopefully the sun will shine down on 
us. 

Hope to see you all soon. 

Ride Safe 

Rachel 

 

 

 

Graham Popplestone 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Memories of 
John Hopkinson 

Some of John’s early Rally patches. 



John Hopkinson (A.K.A Big John (the 1st)) 

It must be around 24 years since I first met John when the 

embryo of East Midlands Virago Owners Club were having 

small meetings at a pub in Tibshelf (I joined the club in 

1995).  In those early days it was just ride-outs where we 

got to talk. 

Once I summoned up the courage to go to a rally, as I’d 

never been in a club before, it wasn’t long before John and 

I got together because of our mutual like and enjoyment of 

a good pint of beer! 

John also enjoyed taking walks from many of the rally sights 

to perhaps find a local Weatherspoons (he was quite thrifty at times) or a local pub.  I’ll never forget 

when he and I sat in Arklow rugby club on the Irish rally one afternoon and remained there all day 

drinking numerous pints of Guinness! 

It was on the walks that John related to me some of his tails of family and work.  It turned out that 

John had to finish work early because of heart problems and had to have heart bypass operations.  

The amazing thing is that prior to this he did not have a bike licence! 

His nieces were not too happy with him when he decided to take to the road on two wheels after his 

problems.  However, this did not stop John and it wasn’t long before he was going abroad on his 

535 having booked tours with other agencies. 

One well known trait that John had was his propensity to snore very loudly and some of our 

members always made a point of finding out where John was parking his tent!  I believe, on one of 

his trips abroad, he woke up to find himself deposited in the bathroom of the lodgings he was 

sharing with other riders due to the snoring.  The other thing is (and many people will tell you this) 

he could very quickly fall to sleep while sitting in the club room. I’m sure a few pics have been taken! 

John eventually started to have problems with his knees which caused him to consider changing 

bikes and he eventually ended up with a Bergman which gave him better protection but he gave up 

rallies in the last couple of years. 

Having been on a few trips abroad it was in 2009 when John and I went on a pre-organised tour to 

Austria (see my newsletter article) and we spent a most enjoyable 

two weeks touring the mountain passes and trying a few glasses of 

schnapps etc. 

John also decided that he would like to see other places around the 

world and booked himself on many global tours and came back with 

many a tail. 

John was a very quiet gentleman who had quite a dry sense of 

humour and could tell a good tail.  He made me laugh regularly.  

He was a good friend who will always be in my memory. 

Phil Kimberlin. (Member 1226) Lost Rider VIII 

 

John was very proud to join the Virago Star owners club. He was a member for over 25 years. John 

enjoyed biking holidays across Europe as well as camping weekends in the UK. John found it very 

amusing that his very loud snoring was mentioned in the Virago newsletter. John would have been 

so thrilled and honoured that his coffin was being escorted by Virago members on their motorbikes. 

Taken from John’s Eulogy, 2 August 2019 

  



 

 

Donations for The Friary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Rider Charity Contributions so far: 

Large Towels 
Scarves 
6 pks of Razors 
Electric beard 
trimmer 
Deodorants 
4 Shower gels 
4 Tooth brushes 
2 Waterproof 
jackets 

Waterproof hat 
Water proof 
trousers 
Belts 
Socks 
3 Sweat shirts 
Rugby type Shirts 
2 Waterproof 
holdall/ruck sack 
bags 

3 Black bags of 
assorted 
mens/ladies clothing 
(32 items) 
10 Individual pots of 
porridge oats 
8 Assorted Canned 
Food items 
4 Pot noodles/rice 

1 Car radio, 2 Box 

DVD Sets – these will 

be sold at a table 

sale. 

Thanks all! 

 

 

 

MERCHANDISE 
 

 
Here’s Cathy doing a grand job of modelling our new colour 
for the 2019 Lost Riders  T-shirt.  Please contact Kathy or 

Steve to place your order. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Please bring your donations of equipment, clothing, 

tinned food, toiletries etc to the Centre or area meet each 

month.  Kevin K will deliver these to Friary House once a 

month on behalf of Centre 9. 
 



 

Message from Trevor Bridgwood, Chairman of VSOC 

 

 

VSOC International Rally 2020 
 

International rally will be hosted by Yamaha 
Custom Club Finland in Kristalliranta, 
Säkylä.  12–14 June 2020 
 
 
Location: 
Säkylä is located in the southwest Finland: 200km from Helsinki harbour, around 60km 
form Turku harbour. 
 
Address:  Säkyläntie 275, 27800 Säkylä. 
 
You can now book accommodation for the International Rally in Finland. 
 
If anyone would like to go, please contact Trevor and he will add them to the list of 
attendees.  If you are interested in booking accommodation, Trevor can advise you on how 
to do it. 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Events 
 

Wednesday, 14 August 2019 

Lancaster Bike Night 

East Kirkby, Spilsby, Lincs PE23 4DE 
 

Thursday, 15 August 2019 

Classic & Vintage Motorcycles, Cars and Other 

Classic Vehicles 

Greetham Community Centre, Greetham, 

Rutland, LE15 7NG 
 

Sunday, 18 August 2019 

Derbyshire Sunday CMC Ride-out 

Derwent Buildings, High Street, S45 9DP 

Meet:  10am    Leave:  10.45 

Distance:  70 miles and 2 - 3 hours 

including stops. 

Route:  Around Peak District, taking in 

moorland, Ladybower Reservoir, Snake 

Pass, Winnets Pass, Hope Valley, 

Chatsworth grounds, returning to CMC. 

Lead rider:  Mick Shakespeare 

Friday – Monday, 23 -26 August 2019 

Let Us Entertain You 

Centre 5 Yorkies Rally 

Pontefract Rugby Club 

Moor Lane, Carleton, Pontefract WF8 3AX 
 

Monday, 26 August 2019 

Classicwise Collection 

Notts Classic Car & Motorcycle Show 

Thoresby Park, Ollerton, Notts NG22 9EP 
Entry Fee - £9 

 

Sunday, 1 September 2019 

Ride-out to Triumph Heritage Centre 

Details to follow. 
 

Friday – Sunday, 6 – 8 September 2019 

YCCNL 25th Anniversary Rally 

“De Madelief”, Boomaweg 100,  

2553 ED Den Haag 
 

Saturday, 7 September 2019 

Sleaford Classic Car & Motorcycle Show 

10.30am – 4.00pm 

Lafford Terrace, East Road 

Sleaford NG34 7EF 

  

http://www.lostriders.co.uk/content/eventposter/steaminahead2020-1.jpg


Friday – Saturday, 13 – 15 September 2019 

Woodthorpe Weekend 

Contact Jim Salmon for details 

 

Sunday, 22 September 2019 

Ride-out to Mercia Marina 

Meet Donnington Services M1 24a at 10.30 

Leave 11.00 Approx 20 miles to Marina. 

Lead:  Dave Freestone 

 

Tuesday, 1 October 2019 

AGM & Centre Meeting 

7:30pm - Vale Social Club 54 Vale Road, 

Colwick, Nottingham, NG4 2ED 

Saturday, 5 October 2019 

Ride to the Wall 

Details to follow. 

 

Saturday, 12 October 2019 

Going to the Dogs 

Grey Hound Racing 

Nottingham Stadium Daleside Rd, 

Colwick NG2 4BE 

Must pre- book - Order your ticket from Kevin, 

Centre Rep 

Meet in the Car park entrance at 6.30pm 

Racing at 7.20pm 

 

Saturday, 26 October 2019 

National Motorcycle Museum Live 

Details to follow. 

 

 

 

Derby Breakfast Meet Dates 
 

Sunday 4, 18 August* 
Sunday 1, 15 September 
Sunday 6, 20 October 

 
 

Meeting from 10:00am possibly a ride-out after 
breakfast. 

*Ride out by Mike Shakespeare 
 

 

 

 

Lost Rider Meetings 

Centre:  
1st Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Vale Social Club, 54 Vale Road, Colwick, 
Nottingham.  NG4 2ED 
 

 
Derbyshire: 
2nd Monday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Arkwright Arms, Sutton-cum-Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield.  S44 5JG 
 
Leicestershire, Rutland and Northants: 
2nd Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
The Railway Inn, 152 Station Road, 
Glenfield.  LE8 8BR 
 

Lincolnshire:  
2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
The Jolly Scotchman, 18 Lincoln Road, 
Sleaford.  NG34 8NP 
 
Nottinghamshire: 
3rd Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Rolls Royce Social Club, Gate 1, 
Watnall Road, Hucknall.  NG15 6EU 

 

  



Contacts 
 

Centre Rep & Membership 

Kevin Knowlden 

Tel:  07816 434108 

centrerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Deputy Rep 

David Freestone 

Tel:   

centredep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Treasurer 

Brian Timms 

Tel: 07974 395696 

treasurer@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Derbyshire Rep 

Harry Thompson 

Tel:  07968 312025 

derbyshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Leicestershire Rep 

Chris Healy 

Tel:  07505 764728 

leicestershirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Lincolnshire Rep 

Rachel Bridgwood 

Tel:  07800 853322 

lincolnshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Nottinghamshire Rep 

Paul Clay 

Tel:   

nottinghamshirerep@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Merchandisers 

Steve & Cathy Riglin 

Tel:  07910 094697 

merchandise@lostriders.co.uk 

 
Webmaster 

Ryan Anderson 

Tel:   

webmaster@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Fundraising Co-ordinator 

Bev Knowlden 

Tel:  07969 438707 

kevinsales@live.co.uk 
 

Rideout Co-ordinator 

Dave Howarth 

Tel:  07770 697080 

rideouts@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Facebook Co-ordinator 

Mike Godwin 

Tel:  07775 774977 

facebook@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Snapper 

Lorraine Healy 

Tel:   

snapper@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Fran Burr 

Tel:  07923 651274 

fran.lostriders@outlook.com 
 

Rideout Texting 

Brian 

c/o treasurer@lostriders.co.uk 
 

Fundraising Co-ordinator 

Bev Knowlden 

Tel: 

c/o:  centrerep@lostriders.co.uk 

 

 

 

And finally, 
 

Looking back at the Lost Riders 
 

Twenty years ago, in August 1999: 

• The Lost Riders attended the final VSOC Rally hosted by the now defunct Knotties Centre which 

featured a ride-out to a disused nuclear bunker in Cheshire. 

• The International Rally was held in Denmark. 

• The National Club agreed to change the name of the club from Virago Owners Club to Virago Star 

Owners Club. 

 

 

WWW.LOSTRIDERS.CO.UK    WWW.VSOC.ORG.UK  
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